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The Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center  

2005 Annual Report 
 

OVERVIEW 
The Urban Institute–Brookings Institution 
Tax Policy Center (TPC) was launched in 
April 2002. In less than four years, it has 
achieved outstanding success in moving 
forward on its primary mission: providing 
policymakers and the public with timely 
and accessible facts and insights on press-
ing tax policy issues based on state-of-the-
art modeling and research. 

 

 
“In a tax debate in which bombast and 
sound bites often crowd out facts, figures 
and reasoned analysis, the Tax Policy 
Center provides all three, in an easy-to-
access, easy-to-understand fashion.” 
 
David Wessel, Columnist, Wall Street Journal. 
 

 
The TPC staff includes several re-

spected and internationally recognized ex-
perts (listed below) who have served at the 
U.S. government’s highest levels and who 
earned outstanding reputations as scholars 
and motivators in framing the debate and 
stimulating discussion on tax policy. Poli-
cymakers, the news media, universities, 
advocacy organizations, and independent 
think tanks recognize the TPC as a com-
prehensive and credible source for up-to-
date analysis and information on emerging 

policy options. TPC has become the news 
media’s primary source of information on 
tax policy issues. The TPC’s publications, 
symposia, commentaries, and other out-
reach activities have attracted positive at-
tention and coverage. As one example, 
many universities’ economics, law, and 
public policy programs have made the 
Center’s research and web-based Tax 
Facts required reading in their curricula.  

The backbone of TPC’s research is 
a detailed microsimulation model of the 
U.S. tax system that we built, maintain, 
and continue to develop. TPC analysts use 
this and other tools to estimate how tax 
proposals affect revenue, how tax burdens 
are distributed, and how taxes affect incen-
tives to work and save. We also use the 
Transfer Income Model (TRIM) devel-
oped at the Urban Institute to compare tax 
and spending alternatives. The two models 
allow researchers to conduct timely analy-
ses of current and emerging issues, as well 
as study longer-term policy trends and the 
effects of taxes on economic decisions. 

In 2005, we expanded the model to 
include items on the tax reform agenda, 
including consumption taxes (and variants, 
such as the so-called “flat tax”) and breaks 
for charitable contributions and homeown-
ership—both of which would have been 
significantly affected by tax reform. The 
model produces revenue and distribution 
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estimates that enable us to conduct cut-
ting-edge analysis that we present in dis-
cussions with the media, public symposia, 
congressional testimony, on-air commen-
tary, an extensive electronic newsletter, 
and TPC’s award winning web site. More 
than 300 distribution and revenue tables 
generated by these models were posted on 
our web site in 2005. Official revenue and 
distribution estimates typically are not 
available and are often incomplete. The 
information provided by the TPC, thus, 
fills a critical void in research, policy, and 
media circles. 

2005 HIGHLIGHTS 

In 2005, TPC researchers produced 9 dis-
cussion papers, 7 policy briefs, and 67 
other publications and commentaries. 
These included a series of seminal papers 
on how changes in federal tax policy could 

improve the eco-
nomic prospects of 
low- and middle-
income working 
families. Five of the 
Discussion Papers 
and four of the Is-
sues and Options 
briefs show that 
federal tax policies 
that expand and 

modify the child and dependent care tax 
credit, the saver’s credit, and subsidies for 
health insurance or that redirect home-
ownership subsidies away from deductions 
and toward capped credits for homeowner-
ship could improve the economic well-
being, opportunities, and incentives for 
working families, especially for the mil-
lions who live in urban areas. 

TPC scholars testified 11 times be-
fore Congress and 4 times before the 
President’s tax reform panel. For example, 
TPC codirector Leonard Burman testified 

in June before the House of Representa-
tives’ Ways and Means Committee on The 
Impact of Tax Reform on Low- and Mid-
dle-Income Households. He confirmed that 
tax reform would be a major accomplish-
ment if it made the tax system simpler, 
fairer, and more conducive to economic 
growth. Tax reform poses risks, however, 
for vulnerable populations that rely on the 
tax system for substantial income support. 
These low-income households count heav-
ily on benefits received from refundable 
tax credits such as the earned income tax 
credit (EITC) and the child tax credit 
(CTC). Indeed, the EITC is the largest 
source of cash assistance for low-income 
families, even bigger in the aggregate than 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) or food stamps.  

The EITC and the CTC phase in 
with earnings, encouraging low-income 
family members to work. When legislators 
consider tax reform, it is therefore impor-
tant to look at the effects of eliminating or 
reducing these credits and thus devastating 
low-income households unless new spend-
ing programs are created to provide cash 
assistance.  

Codirector Peter R. Orszag testi-
fied before the 
Senate Finance 
Committee and 
argued that indi-
vidual accounts 
can and should 
be strengthened 
as a supplement 
to Social Secu-
rity, rather than 
as a substitute. 

Orszag also examined other proposals for 
Social Security solvency. 

C. Eugene Steuerle, another TPC 
codirector, testified before the Senate Fi-
nance Committee’s Subcommittee on So-
cial Security and Family Policy in Sep-

 

  
Leonard Burman discuss-
ing the consumption tax 
on The NewsHour with 
Jim Lehrer, March 3, 
2005. 
 

 

 
Peter R. Orszag discuss-
ing Social Security re-
form on The NewsHour 
with Jim Lehrer, October 
19, 2004.
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tember 2005. His testimony, Charities on 
the Frontline and Making the Best Use of 
Tax Policy to Help Them, outlined a com-
bined legislative package that would en-
hance incentives for charitable giving 
while also improving compliance meas-
ures and creating a better system of infor-
mation reporting. At the same hearing, 
TPC codirector Bill Gale’s testimony, 
Charitable Giving and the Taxation of Es-
tates, focused on the important role of the 
estate tax in encouraging charitable giving. 

 
 

Gene Steuerle and Bill Gale testifying before the House 
Budget Committee, October 6, 2004. 
 

  
TPC researchers are highly sought 

after for both their expertise and their abil-
ity to explain complex issues in clear, 
comprehensible language. For example, 
when Alan Greenspan testified before the 
tax reform panel in favor of a consumption 
tax, Leonard Burman and Bill Gale were 
invited to explain the issue on Public 
Broadcasting Service’s The NewsHour 
with Jim Lehrer. The tax day “cover story” 
of CBS’s Sunday Morning featured Leo-
nard Burman explaining the complicated 
alternative minimum tax (AMT) in clear 
(even humorous) terms. Journalism.org, an 
online resource for journalists, lists only 
one resource for understanding taxes: the 
Tax Policy Center. 

The TPC has become the news 
media’s primary source of information on  

 

 
Newt Gingrich said, “‘That’s a stunning 
number’ referring to [TPC’s estimate 
that] half of black children … fail to re-
ceive the full credit. ‘I’d find a way to 
make sure those kids get the money’ as 
part of a broader post–Hurricane Katrina 
plan.” 
 
Jason DeParle, “Study Finds Many Children Don’t 
Benefit from Credits,” New York Times, October 2, 
2005. 
 
 
 
tax policy issues. In 2005, there were ap-
proximately 350 major media article cita-
tions (and countless regional pieces), in-
cluding 66 citations in the New York 
Times, Washington Post, and Wall Street 
Journal. Jason DeParle’s October 3rd arti-
cle in the New York Times, “Study Finds 
Many Children Don’t Benefit from Cred-
its,” highlights how TPC’s research find-
ings influence the sentiments of policy 
makers across party lines. Mr. DeParle’s 
article featured a recent TPC study that 
examined the racial disparities in the use 
of the child tax credit, one of the tax cuts 
that the President argues helps low-income 
families. According to the study, more 
than 25 percent of American children—50 
percent of whom are black, 47 percent 
Hispanic, and 18 percent white—do not 
fully qualify for the $1,000 per year child 
tax credit because their family incomes are 
too low. According to Mr. DeParle, former 
Republican House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
called our finding that half of black chil-
dren who fail to receive the full tax credit 
“a stunning number,” adding that “I’d find 
a way to make sure those kids get the 
money” as part of a broader post–
Hurricane Katrina plan. The remark dem-
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onstrates how TPC’s analyses can influ-
ence policy circles. 
 

With the widespread dissemination 
of our estimates and research, the TPC 
continues to enhance its reputation as the 
place to turn for reporters, policymakers, 
advocacy groups, citizens, and academics 
interested in accurate, timely, and objec-
tive analysis of current and emerging is-
sues. We provided common ground for 
debate in an otherwise divisive political 
environment. 

 

 
These formal appearances and pub-

lications do not reveal the full extent of 
TPC’s influence on policy. For instance, 
C. Eugene Steuerle’s work on charitable 
contributions provided the basic redesign 
for a charitable deduction that would in-
crease charitable giving by billions of dol-
lars; it was included in a Senate Finance 
bill (in conference as of this writing). His 
testimony before the Tax Reform Com-
mission was critical to their concern over 
the failure of housing and health incen-
tives to reach moderate-income taxpayers. 
TPC personnel have been cited by Repub-
licans in the White House and Democrats 
in Congress, and their advice on policy 
options is sought frequently by them. 

NEW PROGRAM ON STATE AND 
LOCAL TAXATION 
With funding from the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation and a significant investment 

by the Urban Institute, the TPC has greatly 
expanded its work on state and local tax 
policy. We have written multiple Tax 
Facts columns examining the distribution 
and composition of state and local reve-
nues in both the United States and abroad. 
We have also cosponsored a symposium 
on how federal tax reform will affect state 
and local governments that included pres-
entation of our work on the effects of 
eliminating the deductibility of state and 
local taxes. (That symposium fits in with 
our series examining federal tax reform 
more broadly.) 

We have convened meetings of the 
National Governors Association, National 
Council of State Legislatures, National 
League of Cities, and Center for Budget 
and Policy Priorities to better examine in-
tergovernmental relations and focus atten-
tion on the importance of coordinating 
federal, state, and local government policy 
actions. To understand these issues, we 
built a 50-state database of revenues and 
expenditures from Census of Governments 
data matched to information about tax 
rates and policies and are developing an 
interface to allow easy public access to 
this information. 

We have also created new informa-
tion for policymakers and the public. We 
collaborated with colleagues at the Urban 
Institute on the construction of a marriage 
penalty calculator to examine how mar-
riage affects state and federal income tax 
liabilities for hypothetical individuals in 
different states. As part of this project, we 
created a state tax rules database that will 
be posted online soon. 

MODEL ENHANCEMENTS  
Revenue and distribution estimates are 
produced by a large-scale microsimulation 
model of the U.S. federal tax system de-
veloped at the TPC. The model is similar  

 
“To say that TPC is indispensable to 
our tax work would be an understate-
ment.” 
 
Robert Greenstein, Executive Director, Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities 
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to those used by the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO), the Joint Committee on 
Taxation (JCT), and the Treasury’s Office 
of Tax Analysis (OTA). 

In early 2005, the TPC completely 
updated its microsimulation model of the 
federal tax system. We revised the tax 
model database from the 1999 to the 2001 
public-use file (PUF) of tax returns pro-
duced by the IRS, which gave us access to 
more information about the child tax 
credit, including the number of qualifying 
children on each tax return. Now we can 
provide more accurate estimates of the 
impact of this credit under current law and 
possible reform scenarios. 

Along with updating to a new PUF, 
we performed a new statistical match with 
the March 2002 Current Population Sur-
vey and updated the tax model’s estate and 
retirement savings modules to make them 
consistent with the new 2001 data. Finally, 
with the release of CBO’s economic and 
budget forecast in late January 2005, we 
updated the aging and extrapolation rou-
tine to incorporate the latest official pro-
jections. In addition, we improved the pro-
cedure for targeting the future age distri-
bution of the population in our tax model, 
allowing us to more accurately capture the 

tax impacts of the aging baby boom gen-
eration. 

A major project throughout this 
year has been preparing for tax reform. To 
that end, we have extended our model to 
include imputations of consumption of 
various categories of goods and services. 
This enables the TPC to estimate the dis-
tributional impact of comprehensive re-
form options, such as a value-added tax 
(VAT), that move the tax system from an 
income base to a consumption base. In ad-
dition, it will allow us to provide distribu-
tional estimates of hybrid income-
consumption tax systems such as the 
Growth and Investment Tax Plan endorsed 
by the President’s Advisory Panel on Fed-
eral Tax Reform. 

We imputed levels of itemized de-
ductions, such as home mortgage interest, 
for those who do not itemize deductions, 
so we can model proposals to replace cred-
its with deductions. Finally, we also ex-
tended our model to estimate the sales tax 
deduction that was enacted at the end of 
2004.  

Since January 2005, we have 
posted more than 300 distribution and 
revenue tables on our web site to illustrate 
the impacts of tax legislation and alterna-
tive policy options. We prepared detailed 
analyses showing the effects of the alter-
native minimum tax, estate tax reform, and 
options for the refundable child tax credit. 

OTHER OUTREACH 
Authoritative analysis can improve policy 
outcomes only if it is timely and policy-
makers and the public know about it and 
can understand it. Effective communica-
tion is essential to the TPC’s success. TPC 
communicates to the public through its 
web site, newsletters, Tax Facts web site, 
and public forums. 

 
“The estate tax this year will fall on those 
who leave assets of more than $1.5 mil-
lion. That is about 18,800 of the 2.5 mil-
lion people expected to die this year, [ac-
cording to TPC]. Only 440—that isn’t a 
typo—will be estates in which half or 
more of the assets are farms or family-
owned businesses, the cases so highly 
publicized by those who want to kill the 
tax.” 
 
David Wessel, “Populist Scythe Aids ‘Death Tax’ Foes,” 
Wall Street Journal, April 14, 2005. 
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Tax Policy Center Web Site 
We continue to update and improve our 
web site to make sure timely, accurate in-
formation is available and easy to find. We 
reorganized the web site to make informa-
tion about distribution tables and estimates 
easier to find. We added a “related tables“ 
function that allows users to find tables 
relating to a particular analysis with a sin-
gle mouse click. We added an indicator 
that tables have been updated, with a link 
to the revised tables. And, we expanded 
our privacy policy to better protect users 
and posted it on the web site. 

The TPC web site continues its 
upward traffic trend. The number of 
monthly hits to the web site grew from 
319,770 in January 2005 to 474,012 by the 
end of December 2005. The highest num-
ber of hits in a given month was recorded 
in November 2005, with 566,665. TPC’s 
January 1, 2001, research report “Federal 
Income Tax Cuts and Low-Income Fami-
lies” continues to rank among the top five 
TPC hits. Also within the top five are 
TPC’s October 3, 2005, research report 
“Who Gets the Child Tax Credit?” and the 
January 4, 2005, First Tuesday transcript, 
“Working Longer to Make Retirement 
More Secure.” 

E-Mail Newsletter 
We use the TPC’s electronic newsletter to 
publicize new events, publications, and 
distributional analyses. Currently, we have 
approximately 3,300 subscribers. 

We commissioned a new listserv 
vendor and completely redesigned our 
newsletter so that it displays in HTML 
format for clients whose e-mail supports 
that format. Besides being more attractive 
and easier to read, the HTML newsletter 
contains live hyperlinks to the TPC web 
site, making it easier for readers to connect 
directly to our web site. 

Tax Facts (on the TPC Web Site) 
Tax Facts provides tax information for 
citizens, policy analysts, legislators, and 
the press. Data are compiled from the In-
ternal Revenue Service, the Joint Commit-
tee on Taxation, the Congressional Budget 
Office, the Department of the Treasury, 
the Federation of Tax Administrators, the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, and other data sources. 
We also highlight data from our own TPC 
microsimulation model. 
 

 
“Numbers such as these have given mod-
erate Republicans pause in the Senate. 
Sen. Olympia J. Snow (R-Maine) last 
month single-handedly blocked the Sen-
ate Finance Committee from even con-
sidering an extension of the dividend and 
capital gains cuts. Instead, the committee 
drafted and the Senate approved a five-
year, $60 billion tax cut largely aimed at 
restoring the hurricane-ravaged Gulf 
Coast and slowing the expansion of the 
alternative minimum tax.” 
 
Jonathan Weisman, “$56 Billion in Tax Cuts Passed: 
House Measure Would Extend Breaks for Investment 
Income, Washington Post (December 9, 2005). 
 
 

In 2005, we updated the Tax Facts 
database and added more state and local 
information. Currently, we are producing a 
self-contained CD version that we plan to 
distribute soon. We also plan to post 
“pivot tables” on the Tax Facts database 
that will allow users to produce tables 
comparing detailed revenue and expendi-
ture items across states and over time. This 
is an electronic version of Significant Fea-
tures of Fiscal Federalism, the widely 
used source of fiscal data that previously 
was published annually by the Advisory 
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Commission on Intergovernmental Rela-
tions before it was abolished. 

Public Forums 
The TPC convened numerous public pol-
icy conferences in 2005. (A complete list 
is attached.) We created a new series, 
“Perspectives on Tax Reform,” to illumi-
nate important policy issues that the coun-
try would face if it reforms the federal tax 
system. We began the year with “Reform-
ing Social Security: A Tax Policy Center 
and Brookings Institution Forum” at the 
Brookings Institution. An Urban Institute 
forum raised issues that the new tax re-
form commission will have to grapple 
with (“Setting the Stage for Tax Reform”). 
A February “Forum on Tax Shelters” fea-
tured Eric Toder, senior fellow from the 
Urban Institute and former director of re-
search at the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS), as well as top officials from the 
U.S. Treasury and the IRS. “Death by a 
Thousand Cuts: An Analysis of the Estate 
Tax’s Demise” featured the authors of a 
new book on estate tax politics by Yale 
law professors Michael Graetz and Ian 
Shapiro. Our Annual TPC “Tax Day” 
event answered the question, “Can Tax 
Time Be Less Burdensome?” We also 
looked at savings incentives for low-
income families. A major conference, co-
sponsored with the American Tax Policy 
Institute and Tax Analysts, examined 
whether we can, do, and should tax capital 
income (a key issue for tax reform). Two 

other forums—one broad and one focused 
on international aspects—scrutinized the 
proposals of the president’s tax reform 
panel. 

FUNDRAISING 
The TPC continues to raise funds to ex-
pand our current work. We have received 
support from foundations and organiza-
tions including the American Tax Policy 
Institute, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
the Brodie Price Philanthropic Fund, the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Ford 
Foundation, the George Gund Foundation, 
the Lumina Foundation for Education, the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, the Nathan Cummings Foun-
dation, the Open Society Institute, the 
Sandler Family Supporting Foundation, 
and several anonymous donors. Most of 
these funders have made multiyear com-
mitments of general operating support. 

The TPC welcomes general-
support contributions from individuals and 
other groups. Donations to the Tax Policy 
Center can be made either through the Ur-
ban Institute or the Brookings Institution 
directly or through our online option, Net-
work for Good, located on our web site 
(http://www.taxpolicycenter.org). 

The TPC is grateful for the gener-
ous support of our donors. The work out-
lined here would not have been possible 
without it.  
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KEY TPC PERSONNEL  

Project directors 
Dr. Leonard E. Burman, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute. Dr. Burman was 

Treasury Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax Analysis from 1998 to 2000, where he de-
veloped major proposals to expand access to savings for low-income families. He also 
teaches at Georgetown University and was a senior analyst at CBO from 1989 to 1997. 
He is author of The Labyrinth of Capital Gains Tax Policy: A Guide for the Perplexed. 

Dr. William G. Gale, Arjay and Frances Fearing Miller Chair, Brookings Institu-
tion. Dr. Gale is a former assistant professor of economics at UCLA and senior economist 
at the Council of Economic Advisers. He is also a coeditor of Economic Effects of Fun-
damental Tax Reform, Rethinking the Estate and Gift Tax, and Private Pensions and Pub-
lic Policies. 

Dr. Peter R. Orszag, Joseph A. Pechman Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution. 
Dr. Orszag has served as special assistant to the president for economic policy at the Na-
tional Economic Council and as senior economist and senior adviser on the Council of 
Economic Advisers. He is coeditor of American Economic Policy in the 1990s. 

Dr. C. Eugene Steuerle, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute. Dr. Steuerle served as 
Treasury Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax Analysis from 1987 to 1989. Between 1984 
and 1986, he served as economic coordinator and original organizer of the Treasury’s tax 
reform effort. Among his 10 books and over 700 articles and briefs, he is author of Con-
temporary U.S. Tax Policy, a volume used commonly in college courses on public fi-
nance, tax law, tax accounting, and government. He was president of the National Tax 
Association (2001–02) and has written regular tax columns for Tax Notes and The Finan-
cial Times, as well as a retirement policy column for the Urban Institute. In 2005 he re-
ceived the first Bruce Davie-Albert Davis Public Service Award from the National Tax 
Association. 

Senior staff 
Dr. Henry Aaron, Bruce and Virginia MacLaury Senior Fellow, Brookings Insti-

tution. Dr. Aaron is former director of the Economic Studies Program at Brookings Insti-
tution, and former assistant secretary for planning and evaluation at the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. Among his many books, he is the coeditor of Economic 
Effects of Fundamental Tax Reform and coauthor of Countdown to Reform: The Great 
Social Security Debate. 

Alan Berube, Fellow, Brookings Institution. Mr. Berube’s areas of expertise 
include urban demographics, tax and banking policies for low-income families and 
communities, and state and local impacts of the earned income tax credit. 

Dr. Linda Blumberg, Senior Research Associate, Urban Institute. Dr. Blumberg 
served as health policy advisor at the Office of Management and Budget during 1993–94, 
working on fundamental health system reform. She and Len Nichols developed a unique 
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microsimulation model to study the effects of health insurance reforms on workers and 
their employers, including health insurance tax credits. 

Adam Carasso, Research Associate, Urban Institute. Mr. Carasso examines dis-
tributional issues in tax, welfare, and pension policy. He has modeled the consequences 
of recent tax law changes on representative families with particular focus on marriage 
penalties, marginal tax rates, and family receipt of the earned income and child tax cred-
its. 

Dr. Robert Ebel, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute. Dr. Ebel is an economist spe-
cializing in intergovernmental relations, public finance, and state and local tax issues. 
Prior to joining the Urban Institute, he served as lead economist for the program in Public 
Finance and Intergovernmental Relations at the World Bank (World Bank Institute) and 
the director of ad hoc state and local tax study commissions in the District of Columbia, 
Minnesota, and Nevada.  

Dr. Nada Eissa, Associate Professor of Public Policy, Georgetown University; 
Faculty Research Fellow, National Bureau of Economic Research; Visiting Fellow, Ur-
ban Institute. Dr. Eissa researches tax and transfer policy, evaluating the effects of policy 
reforms on individual behavior (labor supply, marriage, consumption) and the implica-
tions of behavioral responses for program design. 

Dr. William Frenzel, Guest Scholar, Brookings Institution. Dr. Frenzel is a 
member of the President’s Commission to Strengthen Social Security. From 1971 to 
1991, he was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives (R-Minnesota), where he 
was Ranking Minority Member of the Budget Committee and Administration Committee 
and a member of the Ways and Means Subcommittee on Trade. He was a congressional 
representative to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

Ron Haskins, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution; Senior Consultant, Annie E. 
Casey Foundation. Mr. Haskins has served as Senior Advisor to the President for Welfare 
Policy at the White House; Majority Staff Director, Subcommittee on Human Resources, 
Committee on Ways and Means for the U.S. House of Representatives, 1995–2000; and 
Welfare Counsel for the Republican staff of the Subcommittee on Human Resources, 
Committee on Ways and Means for the U.S. House of Representatives, 1986–94. 

Renee van Wisse Hendley, Project Manager, Urban Institute. Ms. Hendley is re-
sponsible for managing the financial, contractual, and reporting requirements of the Tax 
Policy Center. She also works with the Urban Institute’s Assessing the New Federalism 
project. Between 1995 and 2005, she was the international programs manager of the Ur-
ban Institute’s International Activity Center, where she managed the overseas offices of a 
large portfolio of U.S. Agency for International Development, World Bank, and other 
international donor-funded projects. 

Dr. Harry Holzer, Professor of Public Policy, Georgetown University; Visiting 
Fellow, Urban Institute. Dr. Holzer is a former chief economist at the U.S. Department of 
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Labor. He is the author of the book What Employers Want: Job Prospects for Less-
Educated Workers and coeditor of The Black Youth Employment Crisis. 

Mark Iwry, Nonresident Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution. As the Treasury 
Department’s Benefits Tax Counsel (1995–2001), Mr. Iwry was the principal executive 
branch official directly responsible for tax policy and regulation relating to the Nation’s 
tax-qualified private pension system and employee benefits, and played a central role in 
developing major legislation expanding savings and pension coverage. He is a former 
partner in the law firm of Covington & Burling and a former member of the White House 
Task Force on Health Care Reform.  

Linda Lampkin, Principal Research Associate, Urban Institute. Ms. Lampkin is 
the program director of the Urban Institute’s National Center for Charitable Statistics , a 
program of the Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy. She works with the Internal 
Revenue Service, key nonprofit groups, and the scholarly community to maximize usage 
of nonprofit data and to promote and conduct research on the sector. She has also written 
many articles on IRS Form 990 data quality and on classification of nonprofit organiza-
tions. 

Elaine Maag, Research Associate, Urban Institute. Ms. Maag studies social assis-
tance in the tax system, particularly for low- and middle-income families, and state taxes. 
She maintains the federal and payroll tax modules of the Transfer Income Model  at UI. 

Doug Murray, Programmer/Analyst, Urban Institute. Mr. Murray is the lead pro-
grammer for the Tax Policy Center web project. He developed and maintains the data-
bases and web scripts that support the TPC web site. He also provides programming sup-
port for the Institute’s Dynasim microsimulation model, and for the Polisim microsimula-
tion model that is maintained by the Institute for the Social Security Administration. 

Dr. Austin Nichols, Research Associate, Urban Institute. Dr. Nichols examines a 
variety of tax, welfare, disability, and retirement issues. Currently, he is modeling the de-
terminants of annuitization decisions, characterizing the incidence of the EITC, and de-
scribing the circumstances and work incentives of low-income working families. 

Dr. Rudolph G. Penner, Senior Fellow and Arjay and Frances Miller Chair in 
Public Policy, Urban Institute. Dr. Penner was director of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice from 1983 to 1987 and resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute from 
1977 to 1983. Previous government posts include assistant director at the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, deputy assistant secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and senior staff economist at the Council of Economic Advisors. He co-
wrote Updating America’s Social Contract and edited Taxing the Family.  

Dr. Robert Reischauer, President, Urban Institute. Dr. Reischauer is a former di-
rector of the Congressional Budget Office and a former senior fellow at Brookings. He is 
the coauthor of Countdown to Reform: The Great Social Security Debate and coeditor of 
Setting National Priorities: The 2000 Election and Beyond. 
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Dr. Alice M. Rivlin, Adeline M. and Alfred I. Johnson Chair in Urban and Met-
ropolitan Policy, Brookings Institution. Dr. Rivlin is the chair of the District of Columbia 
Financial Management Assistance Authority. She is a former vice chair of the Federal 
Reserve Board, former director of the White House Office of Management and Budget, 
and former assistant secretary for planning and evaluation at the Department of Health 
Education and Welfare. She was also the founding director of the Congressional Budget 
Office. 

Jeffrey Rohaly, Senior Research Methodologist, Urban Institute; Director of 
Modeling, Tax Policy Center. Mr. Rohaly is responsible for developing and maintaining 
the TPC’s microsimulation model of the federal tax system. 

Dr. Kim Rueben, Senior Research Associate, Urban Institute. Dr. Rueben exam-
ines issues of state and local public finance focusing on state budget issues, intergovern-
mental relations, municipal bond markets, capital markets, and the economics of educa-
tion. She is also an adjunct fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California. 

Dr. Isabel V. Sawhill, Vice President and Director, Economic Studies and Co-
Director of the Welfare Reform and Beyond initiative, Brookings Institution. Dr. Sawhill 
is a former associate director at the Office of Management and Budget and former Arjay 
Miller Chair at the Urban Institute. Among her many books, she is a coauthor of Getting 
Ahead: Economic and Social Mobility in America and Updating America’s Social Con-
tract: Economic Growth and Opportunity in the New Century. 

Dr. Eric Toder, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute. Dr. Toder was the Treasury Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for Tax Analysis from 1993 to 1996, and formerly held other 
relevant positions including director of IRS research from 2001 to 2004, deputy assistant 
director for tax analysis at the Congressional Budget Office from 1984 to 1988 and 1991 
to 1993, and consultant to the New Zealand Treasury from 1988 to 1991. He is the author 
and coauthor of numerous papers on tax policy, tax administration, and retirement issues. 

Staff  
Anya Arax Manjarrez, Project Associate, Urban Institute. Ms. Arax Manjarrez 

is the project associate for the Tax Policy Center. She manages TPC events and listserve, 
edits publications, updates the Tax Policy Center web site, and assists with TPC man-
agement. 

Elizabeth Bell, Research Assistant, Urban Institute. Ms. Bell researches the dis-
tribution of tax incentives in social welfare and private savings programs, and contributes 
to the maintenance of the Tax Facts database. 

Sonya Hoo, Research Assistant, Urban Institute. Ms. Hoo researches questions 
about public finance, specializing in the economic and distributional effects of state and 
local tax systems and expenditure programs. 
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Troy Kravitz, Research Assistant, Urban Institute. Mr. Kravitz researches the 
distribution of consumption expenditures and the incidence of income support programs. 
He is also the webmaster of the Tax Policy Center web site. 

Mohammed Adeel Saleem, Research Assistant, Urban Institute. Mr. Saleem is a 
tax modeler for the Tax Policy Center. He examines distributional and revenue effects of 
various tax proposals. He has researched how and why marginal tax rates differ from 
statutory tax rates. 
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PUBLICATIONS, REPORTS, AND COMMENTARIES (2005) 

Discussion Paper Series: TPC working papers 

• “Deficits, Interest Rates, and the User Cost of Capital: A Reconsideration of the Ef-
fects of Tax Policy on Investment.” William G. Gale and Peter R. Orszag. August 
2005. TPC Discussion Paper number 27. 

• “The Distributional Consequences of Federal Assistance for Higher Education: The 
Intersection of Tax and Spending Programs.” Leonard E. Burman, Elaine Maag, Peter 
R. Orszag, Jeffrey Rohaly, and John O‘Hare. August 2005. TPC Discussion Paper 
number 26. 

• “Suppose They Took the AM out of the AMT?” Leonard E. Burman and David 
Weiner. August 2005. TPC Discussion Paper number 25. 

• “Tax Policies to Help Working Families in Cities.” Alan Berube, William G. Gale, 
and Tracy Kornblatt. June 2005. TPC Discussion Paper number 24. 

• “Tax Subsidies to Help Low-Income Families Pay for Child Care.” Leonard E. Bur-
man, Elaine Maag, and Jeffrey Rohaly. June 2005. TPC Discussion Paper number 23. 

• “Improving Tax Incentives for Low-Income Savers: The Saver’s Credit.” William G. 
Gale, J. Mark Iwry, and Peter R. Orszag. June 2005. TPC Discussion Paper number 
22. 

• “Making Tax Incentives for Homeownership More Equitable and Efficient.” Adam 
Carasso, C. Eugene Steuerle, and Elizabeth Bell. June 2005. TPC Discussion Paper 
number 21. 

• “Designing a Work-Friendly Tax System: Options and Trade-Offs.” Jonathan Barry 
Forman, Adam Carasso, and Mohammed Adeel Saleem. June 2005. TPC Discussion 
Paper number 20. 

• “Tax Credits for Health Insurance.” Leonard E. Burman and Jonathan Gruber. June 
2005. TPC Discussion Paper number 19. 

Issues and Options Series: TPC policy briefs 

• “The Work Opportunity and Welfare-to-Work Tax Credits.” Sarah Hamersma. Octo-
ber 2005. TPC Issues and Options Brief number 15. 

• “Tax Credits to Help Low-Income Families Pay for Child Care.” Leonard E. Burman, 
Elaine Maag, and Jeffrey Rohaly. July 2005. TPC Issues and Options Brief number 
14. 

• “Making the Tax System Work for Low-Income Savers: The Saver’s Credit.” Wil-
liam G. Gale, J. Mark Iwry, and Peter R. Orszag. July 2005. TPC Issues and Options 
Brief number 13. 

• “How to Better Encourage Homeownership.” Adam Carasso, C. Eugene Steuerle, and 
Elizabeth Bell. June 2005. TPC Issues and Options Brief number 12. 
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• “Tax Credits for Health Insurance.” Leonard E. Burman and Jonathan Gruber. June 
2005. TPC Issues and Options Brief number 11. 

• “Options to Reform the Estate Tax.” Leonard E. Burman, William G. Gale, and Jef-
frey Rohaly. March 2005. TPC Issues and Options Brief number 10. 

• “High-Income Families Benefit Most from New Education Savings Incentives.” 
Susan Dynarski. February 2005. TPC Issues and Options Brief number 9. 

“Tax Facts”: TPC’s semi-weekly column in Tax Analysts’ Tax Notes 

• “Tax Law Changes Allow Employees to Contribute More to Tax-Deferred Ac-
counts.” Karen E. Smith and Eric Toder. December 19, 2005. 

• “Minimum Wage, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and Inflation.” Troy Kravitz. De-
cember 5, 2005. 

• “Property Tax Credits Offered through State Income Tax Systems.” Sonya Hoo. No-
vember 21, 2005. 

• “Capital Gains Tax Rates, Stock Markets, and Growth.” Troy Kravitz and Leonard E. 
Burman. November 7, 2005. 

• “Income Taxes and Income Inequality since 1979.” Troy Kravitz. October 24, 2005. 

• “The True Tax Rates Confronting Families with Children.” Adam Carasso and C. 
Eugene Steuerle. October 10, 2005. 

• “An International Perspective on Gasoline Taxes.” Sonya Hoo and Robert D. Ebel. 
September 26, 2005. 

• “Consumption Taxes in the United States and Abroad.” William G. Gale and Seth 
Stephens-Davidowitz. September 12, 2005. 

• “Volatility of Capital Gains Realizations.” Eric Toder and Troy Kravitz. August 29, 
2005. 

• “Penalties on IRAs and 401(k)s.” Peter R. Orszag. August 15, 2005. 

• “Who Receives Homeownership Tax Deductions and How Much?” Adam Carasso. 
August 1, 2005. 

• “Gasoline Taxes and Rising Fuel Prices.” Kim Rueben and Sonya Hoo. July 18, 
2005. 

• “State Tax Credits for Child Care.” Elaine Maag. July 11, 2005. 

• “Growth in the Exclusion of Employer Health Premiums.” Adam Carasso. June 27, 
2005. 

• “National Tax Levels and the Rich vs. the Poor.” Robert D. Ebel, Tuan Minh Le, and 
Zicheng Li Swift. June 6, 2005. 

• “Taxes and Marriage for Cohabiting Parents.” Elaine Maag. May 23, 2005. 

• “Changes in Tax Preparation Methods, 1993–2003.” Eric Toder. May 9, 2005. 
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• “AMT Coverage by State, 2003.” Leonard E. Burman and Troy Kravitz. April 11, 
2005. 

• “State and Local Revenues.” Kim Rueben and Kelly Rader. March 28, 2005. 

• “Disparities in Knowledge of the EITC.” Elaine Maag. March 14, 2005. 

• “The Trend in Federal Housing Tax Expenditures.” Adam Carasso, C. Eugene 
Steuerle, and Elizabeth Bell. February 28, 2005. 

• “Effects of Recent Tax Cuts on Marginal Tax Rates.” William G. Gale. February 14, 
2005. 

• “Individual Income Tax Refunds.” Peter R. Orszag. January 31, 2005. 

• “Deductibility of State and Local Taxes.” Kim Rueben and Leonard E. Burman. 
January 17, 2005. 

Economic Perspective: C. Eugene Steuerle’s column in Tax Notes  

• “When Is It Best to Tax the Wealthy? (Part 2 of 2).” December 19, 2005. 

• “When Is It Best to Tax the Wealthy? (Part 1 of 2).” December 12, 2005. 

• “Expanded Information Reporting for Charitable Giving.” August 15, 2005. 

• “Improved Information Reporting for Capital Gains.” August 8, 2005. 

• “Estate Tax Reform—A Third Option.” July 18, 2005. 

• “Taxing the Capital Income of Only the Poor and the Middle Class.” April 11, 2005. 

• “Alternative Alternative Minimum Tax Reform.” February 14, 2005. 

• “An Ownership Society or a Society for Those Who Already Own?” January 31, 
2005. 

Tax Break: William Gale’s column in Tax Notes 

• “A Preliminary Evaluation of the Tax Reform Panel’s Report” with Leonard E. Bur-
man. December 5, 2005. 

• “The National Retail Sales Tax: What Would the Rate Have to Be?” May 16, 2005. 

• “Options for Reforming the Estate Tax” with Leonard E. Burman and Jeffrey Rohaly. 
April 18, 2005. 

• “Demythologizing the Russian Flat Tax” with Clifford G. Gaddy. March 28, 2005. 
(Also published in Tax Notes International. March 14, 2005.) 

• “The Automatic 401(k): A Simple Way to Strengthen Retirement Saving” with J. 
Mark Iwry and Peter R. Orszag. March 7, 2005. 

• “The Outlook for Fiscal Policy” with Peter R. Orszag. February 14, 2005. 

• “Should the Budget Exclude the Cost of Individual Accounts?” with Jason Furman 
and Peter R. Orszag. January 24, 2005. 
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Leonard Burman’s Commentaries on Marketplace 

• “Under the Sheltering Lie.” December 20, 2005. 

• “Time for the IRS to Quit Tinkering with the Tax Forms.” March 18, 2005. 

• “Don’t Ignore Tax Expenditures.” March 2, 2005. 

Other Publications, Op eds, and Commentaries 

• “The Tax Reform Proposals: Some Good Ideas, But Show Me the Money.” Leonard 
E. Burman and William G. Gale. The Economists’ Voice. Volume 3, Issue 1, Article 
4, December 22, 2005. 

• “The Bank Debit Tax In Colombia,” María Angelica Arbeláez, Leonard E. Burman, 
and Sandra Zuluaga, in Richard M. Bird, James M. Poterba and Joel Slemrod, eds., 
Fiscal Reform in Colombia. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2005. 

• Joseph J. Cordes, Robert D. Ebel, and Jane G. Gravelle, eds. The Encyclopedia of 
Taxation and Tax Policy. Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 2005. (Includes es-
says by many TPC senior scholars.) 

• “Who Gets the Child Tax Credit?” Leonard E. Burman and Laura Wheaton. Tax 
Notes. October 17, 2005. 

• “Tax-Transfer Policy and Labor Market Outcomes.” Nada Eissa and Austin Nichols. 
2005 American Economic Association/National Economic Association Joint Session 
on Skills, Policy and Labor Market Outcomes across Demographic Groups. October 
2005. 

• “Tax Reform Options in the Real World.” William G. Gale, in Alan J. Auerbach and 
Kevin A. Hassett, eds., Toward Fundamental Tax Reform. Washington, DC: Ameri-
can Economic Institute Press, 2005. 

• “The Hefty Penalty on Marriage Facing Many Households with Children.” Adam 
Carasso and C. Eugene Steuerle. Princeton-Brookings Future of Children Journal. 
Vol. 15, No. 2, Fall 2005, pp. 157–75. 

• “Gasoline Taxes and Rising Fuel Prices in the Aftermath of Katrina.” Kim Rueben 
and Sonya Hoo. Urban Institute. September 9, 2005. 

• “The Impact of Repealing State and Local Tax Deductibility.” Kim Rueben. State Tax 
Notes. August 15, 2005. 

• “The Effects of Tax Software and Paid Preparers on Compliance Costs.” John L. 
Guyton, Adam K. Korobow, Peter S. Lee, and Eric Toder. July 14, 2005. 

• “Deficits, Interest Rates, and the User Cost of Capital: A Reconsideration of the Ef-
fects of Tax Policy on Investment.” Peter R. Orszag and William G. Gale. Brookings 
Institution. July 2005. 

• William Gale. “Should There Be a National Sales Tax?” Costco Connection. June 
2005.  
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• “We’re All Living on Borrowed Time.” William Gale and Peter R. Orszag. Los Ange-
les Times. June 1, 2005. 

• “A Radical Proposal for Escaping the Budget Vise.” Rudolph G. Penner and C. 
Eugene Steuerle. National Budget Issues Policy Brief No. 3. June 2005. 

• “The Expanding Reach of the Individual Alternative Minimum Tax.” Leonard E. 
Burman, William G. Gale and Jeffrey Rohaly. Urban Institute. Revised May 31, 
2005. 

• “Review of Wealth and Our Commonwealth: Why America Should Tax Accumulated 
Fortunes, by William H. Gates Sr. and Chuck Collins.” Leonard E. Burman. Journal 
of Economic Literature. May 2005. 

• “A Unified Children’s Tax Credit.” Adam Carasso, Jeffrey Rohaly, and C. Eugene 
Steuerle. Urban Institute. May 15, 2005. 

• “Saving Incentives for Low- and Middle-Income Families: Evidence from a Field 
Experiment with H&R Block.” Peter R. Orszag, Esther Duflo, William G. Gale, Jef-
frey Liebman, and Emmanuel Saez. Retirement Security Project Policy Brief No. 
2005-5, May 2005. 

• “Economic Effects of Making the 2001 and 2003 Tax Cuts Permanent.” Peter R. Or-
szag and William G. Gale. International Tax and Public Finance. Vol. 12, pp. 193–
232, 2005. 

• “The National Retail Sales Tax: What Would The Rate Have to Be?” William G. 
Gale. April 27, 2005. 

• “Irreconcilable Differences? The Conflict between Marriage Promotion Initiatives for 
Cohabiting Couples with Children and Marriage Penalties in Tax and Transfer Pro-
grams.” Gregory Acs and Elaine Maag. Assessing the New Federalism Policy Brief 
No. B-66. April 2005. 

• “If You Think Taxes Are a Pain Now...” Leonard E. Burman. The Los Angeles Times. 
April 15, 2005. 

• “Saving Social Security: The Diamond-Orszag Plan.” Peter A. Diamond and Peter R. 
Orszag. The Economists’ Voice. April 2005. 

• “Demythologizing the Russian Flat Tax.” Clifford Gabby and William G. Gale. Tax 
Notes International. March 14, 2005. 

• “Whichever Way We Go, Some Get Left Behind.” C. Eugene Steuerle. Washington 
Post. March 13, 2005. 

• “Subnational Tax Policy and Administration in Developing Economies.” Robert D. 
Ebel and Robert Taliercio. Tax Notes International. March 7, 2005. 

• “The Saver’s Credit: Expanding Retirement Savings for Middle- and Lower-Income 
Americans.” Peter R. Orszag, J. Mark Iwry, and William G. Gale. Retirement Secu-
rity Project Policy Brief, No. 2005-2, March 2005. 

• “Social Security Dialogue Should Be Wide-Ranging.” C. Eugene Steuerle. USA To-
day. February 10, 2005. 
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• “Paying the Price? Low-Income Parents and the Use of Paid Tax Preparers.” Elaine 
Maag. Assessing the New Federalism Policy Brief No. B-64. February 2005. 

• “The Urban–Brookings Tax Policy Center Microsimulation Model: Documentation 
and Methodology for Version 0304.” Jeffrey Rohaly, Adam Carasso, and Mohammed 
Adeel Saleem. January 10, 2005. 

TESTIMONIES 

• “Charities on the Frontline and Making the Best Use of Tax Policy to Help Them.” C. 
Eugene Steuerle before the United States Senate Committee on Finance, Subcommit-
tee on Social Security and Family Policy. September 13, 2005. 

• “Charitable Giving and the Taxation of Estates.” William G. Gale before the United 
States Senate Committee on Finance. September 13, 2005. 

• “Extension of Saving and Investment Incentives.” Eric Toder before the United States 
Senate Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS Oversight of the Committee on Finance. 
June 30, 2005. 

• “Social Security—A Labor Force Issue.” C. Eugene Steuerle statement before the 
United States House of Representatives Committee on Ways and Means, Subcommit-
tee on Social Security. June 14, 2005. 

• “The Impact of Tax Reform on Low- and Middle-Income Households.” Leonard E. 
Burman before the United States House of Representatives Committee on Ways and 
Means. June 8, 2005. 

• “Social Security Reform.” C. Eugene Steuerle before the United States Senate Com-
mittee on Finance. May 25, 2005. 

• “The Expanding Reach of the Individual Alternative Minimum Tax.” Leonard E. 
Burman before the United States Senate Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS Over-
sight of the Committee on Finance. May 23, 2005. 

• “Improving Retirement Security.” Peter R. Orszag before the United States House of 
Representatives Committee on Ways and Means. May 19, 2005. 

• “Return-Free Tax Systems.” Eric Toder. Presentation to the President’s Advisory 
Panel on Federal Tax Reform. May 17, 2005. 

• “Alternatives to Strengthen Social Security.” C. Eugene Steuerle before the United 
States House Committee on Ways and Means. May 12, 2005. 

• “Social Security Reform.” Peter R. Orszag before the United States Senate Commit-
tee on Finance. April 26, 2005. 

• “The Role of Employer-Sponsored Retirement Plans and National Saving.” C. 
Eugene Steuerle before the United States Senate Special Committee on Aging. April 
12, 2005. 

• “Tax Reform and Fairness for Families.” C. Eugene Steuerle. Presentation to the 
President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform. March 23, 2005. 
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• “The Individual Alternative Minimum Tax.” Leonard Burman. Presentation to the 
President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform. March 3, 2005. 

• “A Comparison of Income and Consumption Taxes.” William Gale. Presentation to 
the President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform. February 16, 2005. 

PUBLIC FORUMS 

• “Tax Reform in an Open Economy.” (December 2, 2005) Brookings Institution. 
• “The Tax Reform Panel Report: ‘Blueprint for Change’?” (November 3, 2005) 

Brookings Institution. 
• “Taxing Capital Income: Do we? Should we? Can we? (Can we not?)” (September 

23, 2005) Brookings Institution. 
• “Tax Reform and the Environment” (June 3, 2005) Brookings Institution. 
• “Federal Tax Reform and the States.” (May 18, 2005) National Press Club. 
• “Savings Incentives for Low- and Middle-Income Families: A New Report from the 

Retirement Security Project.” (May 10, 2005) Brookings Institution. 
• “Can Tax Time Be Less Burdensome?” (April 11, 2005) Urban Institute. 
• “TPC Perspectives on Tax Reform Series—Death by a Thousand Cuts: An Analysis 

of the Estate Tax’s Demise.” (March 24, 2005) The Brookings Institution. 
• “Urban–Brookings Tax Policy Center and Tax Analysts: A Forum on Tax Shelters.” 

(February 11, 2005) Urban Institute. 
• “Setting the Stage for Tax Reform: A Tax Policy Center Forum.” (January 18, 2005) 

Urban Institute. 
• “Reforming Social Security: A Tax Policy Center and Brookings Institution Forum.” 

(January 13, 2005) Brookings Institution. 

REVENUE AND DISTRIBUTION TABLES (TaxPolicyCenter.org)  
• The TPC’s exclusive microsimulation model allows us to estimate the impact of se-

lected current and recent tax proposals on the distribution and level of tax revenues. 
In 2005, we produced more than 300 tables. 

MEDIA PLACEMENT 
TPC research and analysis has appeared in articles around the nation. Following is a se-
lected list from 2005: 

• Impending Tax Cuts ‘Most Regressive on Record,’ Analysts Find, The New Standard 
(December 29, 2005) by Brendan Coyne.  

• Treasury Secretary Calls Clinton’s Surplus ‘Mirage’, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (De-
cember 23, 2005) by Alison Fitzgerald.  

20



• Alternative Maximum Foot Dragging, Free Market News Network (December 23, 
2005).  

• A Menacing Tax, Newark Star Ledger (December 23, 2005) by Karin Price Mueller.  

• The Worst of 2005: Confusion, ‘Reform’ and (Ugh!) the AMT, Wall Street Journal 
(December 22, 2005).  

• $1 Trillion in Income Escaped Taxes in ’03, Bloomberg News (December 21, 2005) 
by Ryan J. Donmoyer.  

• Under a Sheltering Lie, NPR’s Marketplace (December 20, 2005) by Leonard Bur-
man.  

• Repair or Repeal the Alternative Tax, Reading (PA) Eagle (December 19, 2005). 

• Poor Not Important to Officials, San Francisco Chronicle (December 18, 2005) by 
David Lazarus.  

• Congress Lets Tax Breaks Lapse, Wall Street Journal (December 15, 2005) by Robert 
Guy Matthews.  

• Tax Breaks Hard to Take, Atlanta Journal-Constitution (December 14, 2005).  

• Minimum Tax Could Apply to Millions More, Los Angeles Times (December 14, 
2005) by Joel Havemann.  

• Stalemate on Minimum Tax Would Cost Region’s Households, New York Times (De-
cember 11, 2005) by Ford Fessenden.  

• Costly Alternatives, Time Magazine (December 11, 2005) by Perry Bacon Jr.  

• Scrooge in the House, Boston Globe (December 10, 2005) by Derrick Z. Jackson.  

• Citing Rebounding Economy, House Votes to Extends Tax Cuts, Knight Ridder (De-
cember 9, 2005) by James Kuhnhenn.  

• $56 Billion in Tax Cuts Passed: House Measure Would Extend Breaks for Investment 
Income, Washington Post (December 9, 2005) by Jonathan Weisman. 

• House Passes Bill Limiting the Effect of Minimum Tax, Bloomberg News (December 
8, 2005).  

• There Are Ways to Fix Alternative Minimum Tax, Bloomberg News (December 8, 
2005) by Gene Sperling.  

• House Puts Tax Cuts on Front Burner, Chicago Tribune (December 8, 2005) by Jill 
Zuckman.  

• The Well-Off Vs. the Rich, Baltimore Sun (December 7, 2005).  

• Bush Faces a $30 Billion Quandary after Delay of Tax Overhaul, Bloomberg News 
(December 7, 2005).  

• Debate Over Tax Cuts Centers on the Rich, Los Angeles Times (December 7, 2005) 
by Joel Havemann.  
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• Lawmakers May Run Out of Time for Tax Fix, Associated Press (December 6, 2005) 
by Mary Dalrymple.  

• The Tax-Pain Threshold, CNN (December 6, 2005) by Jeanna Sahadi.  

• Congress’s $70 Billion Tax Cut Pits Rich Against Super-Rich, Bloomberg News (De-
cember 5, 2005).  

• 300,000 Each Month to Lose Food Stamps under GOP Scrooge Plan, People’s 
Weekly World (December 5, 2005) by Tim Wheeler.  

• When Even Supply-Siders Say Taxes Must Rise, an Unpopular Policy Looks Inevita-
ble, New York Times (December 5, 2005) by Eduardo Porter.  

• Hmmm. What’s This Alternative Tax? Hey, Wait! Ouch!, New York Times (Decem-
ber 5, 2005) by Edmund L. Andrews.  

• Tax Cuts in Jeopardy This Holiday Season , Scripps Howard News Service (Decem-
ber 2, 2005) by Mary Deibel.  

• Reform the AMT, Newsday (November 29, 2005).  

• Without Change, More Will Feel Pain, Bloomberg News (November 27, 2005) by 
John Wasik.  

• Republicans Are Deeply Split Over How to Apportion New Tax Cuts, New York 
Times (November 26, 2005) by Edmund L. Andrews.  

• ‘Starve the Poor’ Budget Approved, People’s Weekly World (November 22, 2005) by 
Tim Wheeler.  

• Senate’s Tax Bill Includes Incentives for Charity Gifts, New York Times (November 
22, 2005) by Lynnley Browning.  

• Tax Cuts for Rich Come on Backs of the Poor, Farmers, Students, Portsmouth (NH) 
Herald (November 20, 2005).  

• Bass and Bradley Support 50 Billion Spending Cut, New Hampshire Public Radio 
(November 18, 2005) by Dan Gorenstein.  

• Big Difference in Tax Bills on the Hill, CNN (November 16, 2005) by Jeanne Sahadi.  

• Republicans, Democrats Spar Over Tax Cuts, San Francisco Chronicle (November 
16, 2005) by Mary Dalrymple.  

• Voters Showed Less Appetite for Tax Cuts, New York Times (November 14, 2005) by 
John Broder.  

• Big Guys Win Again. This Is Tax Reform? Newsweek (November 14, 2005) by Allan 
Sloan.  

• GOP Yanks Plan for Spending Cuts; Opponents Say Proposal Would Hurt Poor, 
Florida Sun-Sentinel (November 11, 2005) by William E. Gibson.  

• Tax Cut Endgame, Bangor (ME) Daily News (November 11, 2005).  

• One Tempting Remedy for the Alternative Minimum Tax Has Flaws of Its Own, New 
York Times (November 10, 2005) by Alan Krueger.  
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• End The Mortgage-Interest Deduction! Slate (November 10, 2005) by Jason Furman.  

• AMT 101, CNN/Money (November 9, 2005) by Katie Benner.  

• Poor Shouldn’t Pay for Hurricane Relief, Zanesville (OH) Times Recorder (Novem-
ber 9, 2005) by John Corlett.  

• A Right and Wrong Way to Kill the AMT, Washington Post (November 8, 2005) by 
Allan Sloan.  

• Tax Panel’s Report Kicks Off Tax Reform Debate, Tax Notes (November 7, 2005) by 
Heidi Glenn.  

• Taxwriters Request Revenue Numbers for Tax Reform Report, Tax Notes (November 
7, 2005) by Heidi Glenn.  

• GOP’s Borrow-Spend Remedy: Robin Hood in Reverse, Cox News Service (Novem-
ber 6, 2005) by Tom Teepen.  

• Let Them Eat Pork, St. Petersburg Times (November 6, 2005).  

• High-Income Taxpayers Should Plan Years Ahead, Fort Collins Coloradoan (No-
vember 6, 2005).  

• Fiscal Phonies, Washington Post (November 2, 2005) by Robert J. Samuelson.  

• Tax Proposals Meet Stiff Opposition, Dallas Morning News (November 2, 2005) by 
Pamela Yip.  

• Tough Fiscal Times Ahead? Chicago Tribune (November 2, 2005) by William 
Neikirk.  

• Advisory Panel Proposes Overhaul of Tax Code, Knight Ridder (November 2, 2005) 
by Kevin G. Hall.  

• President’s Advisory Panel Releases Report on How to Simplify the Tax Code, 
NPR’s Marketplace (November 1, 2005) by Scott Jagow, Janet Babin.  

• Tax Panel Urges Major Changes, CBS Marketwatch (November 1, 2005) by William 
L. Watts.  

• Homeowner Tax Break: Time to Remodel? Wall Street Journal (November 1, 2005) 
by Robert Guy Matthews.  

• A ‘Starting Place’ in Effort to Reform Tax Code, Scripps Howard News Service (Oc-
tober 31, 2005) by Mary Deibel.  

• A Deal on Social Security, Washington Post (October 31, 2005).  

• President’s Commission on Tax Reform Expected to Issue Its Official Recommenda-
tions Tomorrow, NPR’s Marketplace (October 31, 2005) by Kai Ryssdal and Scott 
Tong.  

• Advisory Panel Takes on Tax Monster, St. Paul Pioneer Press (October 30, 2005) by 
Dave Beal.  

• 2-Parent Families and Poverty, Zenit (October 30, 2005).  
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• Tax Reform Option, Washington Times (October 26, 2005) by Bruce Bartlett.  

• Tax Panel’s Hard Work: Thanks for Nothing, CBS Marketwatch (October 26, 2005) 
by Chuck Jaffe.  

• Tax Reform, BNA Daily Tax Report (October 26, 2005).  

• Tax-Cuts Package Needs Revision: Only Benefits the Rich, The Clarion-Ledger 
(Mississippi) (October 25, 2005).  

• Early Retirees Turn to Volunteer Work, NPR (October 23, 2005) by John Ydstie.  

• Now Is Not the Time for Cuts, Detroit News (October 22, 2005).  

• Tax Credits Don’t Always Help the Poor, Chicago Defender (October 21, 2005) by 
Greg Mathis.  

• The Economy: Reduce Welfare for the Wealthy, Philadelphia Inquirer (October 21, 
2005) by Andrew Cassel.  

• U.S. Panel Offers Measures for Simplifying Tax Code, NPR (October 21, 2005) by 
Renee Montagne and Wendy Kaufman.  

• Tax Plan Hasn’t a Prayer, San Francisco Chronicle (October 20, 2005) by Kathleen 
Pender.  

• ‘X Tax’ Likely to Be Axed: Recommendations of Bush’s Tax Reform Panel Would 
Upend the U.S. Federal Tax Regime—and Most Probably Face Fierce Opposition, 
National Post/Financial Post (October 19, 2005) by Ryan J. Donmoyer.  

• Tax-Overhaul Panel Gives Bush Two Choices, Wall Street Journal (October 19, 
2005) by Robert Guy Matthews.  

• Presidential Commission Unveils Overhaul of Tax Code, NPR’s Marketplace (Octo-
ber 19, 2005) by Scott Jagow and John Dimsdale.  

• Tax Reform Panel Releases Its Recommendations, NPR’s Marketplace (October 18, 
2005) by Kai Ryssdal and John Dimsdale.  

• U.S. Tax Panel Set to Complete Recommendations, Reuters (October 17, 2005) by 
Mark Felsenthal.  

• Builders Vow to Save Home Loan Tax Break, USA Today (October 13, 2005) by Sue 
Kirchhoff and Kathy Chu.  
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Weisman.  
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