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Poverty Levels, Tax Thresholds, and Federal Tax Amounts for Different Family Sizes

with Earnings Equal to the Poverty Level, 1995-2013

Poverty or tax Family Size
measure and year 1 2 3 4 5 6

Poverty level:
1996 8,163 10,564 12,629 15,911 18,725 20,965
1997 8,350 10,805 12,919 16,276 19,154 21,446
1998 8,480 10,972 13,120 16,530 19,453 21,780
1999 8,667 11,214 13,410 16,895 19,882 22,261
2000 8,959 11,590 13,861 17,463 20,550 23,009
2001 9,214 11,920 14,255 17,960 21,135 23,664
2002 9,359 12,110 14,480 18,244 21,469 24,038
2003 9,573 12,384 14,810 18,660 21,959 24,586
2004 9,827 12,714 15,205 19,157 22,543 25,241
2005 10,160 13,145 15,720 19,806 23,307 26,096
2006 10,488 13,569 16,227 20,444 24,059 26,938
2007 10,787 13,954 16,689 21,027 24,744 27,705
2008 11,201 14,489 17,330 21,834 25,694 28,769
2009 11,678 15,107 18,069 22,765 26,789 29,995
2010 11,701 15,136 18,104 22,809 26,841 30,053
2011 11,888 15,378 18,393 23,173 27,270 30,534
2012 12,043 15,578 18,632 23,475 27,625 30,931
2013 12,175 15,749 18,837 23,733 27,929 31,271

Income tax threshold:
1996 7,546 11,800 19,883 23,671 24,732 25,793
1997 7,803 12,200 20,477 24,385 25,487 26,590
1998 7,990 12,500 22,628 27,795 30,600 36,633
1999 8,113 12,700 22,984 28,203 30,950 37,033
2000 8,274 12,950 23,380 28,682 31,350 37,483
2001 8,862 13,400 25,979 31,738 38,100 45,000
2002 9,156 13,850 27,371 33,209 38,850 45,850
2003 9,288 15,602 29,891 39,701 49,417 59,134
2004 9,485 15,901 29,001 40,201 49,967 59,734
2005 9,739 16,401 29,601 41,001 50,867 60,734
2006 10,041 16,901 30,201 41,867 51,834 61,801
2007 10,415 17,501 30,901 42,851 52,917 62,984
2008 14,952 29,901 43,417 55,584 67,751 79,917
2009 13,389 26,701 39,917 50,234 60,551 70,867
2010 13,398 26,701 39,934 50,251 59,616 63,462
2011 10,909 17,101 24,134 31,167 38,201 45,086
2012 11,069 17,301 24,384 31,467 38,551 45,232
2013 11,186 17,501 24,634 31,767 38,901 45,379
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Poverty Levels, Tax Thresholds, and Federal Tax Amounts for Different Family Sizes
with Earnings Equal to the Poverty Level, 1995-2013--continued

Poverty or tax Family Size
measure and year 1 2 3 4 5 6

Income tax at poverty
level:

1996 140 0 -1,989 -2,650 -2,058 -1,586
1997 124 0 -2,052 -2,741 -2,135 -1,652
1998 111 0 -2,134 -2,857 -2,241 -1,751
1999 125 0 -2,160 -2,882 -2,253 -1,752
2000 155 0 -2,166 -2,883 -2,233 -1,760
2001 62 0 -2,667 -3,778 -3,427 -3,148
2002 36 0 -2,919 -4,144 -3,788 -3,503
2003 50 0 -2,965 -4,192 -3,827 -3,537
2004 60 0 -668 -1,261 -1,769 -2,174
2005 74 -46 -708 -1,321 -1,846 -2,264
2006 79 -42 -739 -1,372 -1,914 -2,346
2007 66 -49 -741 -1,392 -1,949 -2,393
2008 -203 -706 -1,900 -3,200 -4,079 -5,017
2009 -302 -1,055 -1,828 -2,800 -3,800 -4,800
2010 -299 -1,055 -1,828 -2,800 -3,800 -4,800
2011 222 0 0 0 -1,500 -2,000
2012 221 0 0 0 -1,500 -2,000
2013 224 0 0 0 -1,500 -2,000

Payroll tax at poverty
level:

1996 624 808 966 1,217 1,432 1,604
1997 639 827 988 1,245 1,465 1,641
1998 649 839 1,004 1,265 1,488 1,666
1999 663 858 1,026 1,292 1,521 1,703
2000 685 887 1,060 1,336 1,572 1,760
2001 705 912 1,091 1,374 1,617 1,810
2002 716 927 1,108 1,396 1,643 1,840
2003 732 947 1,133 1,427 1,680 1,881
2004 752 973 1,163 1,466 1,725 1,931
2005 777 1,006 1,203 1,515 1,783 1,996
2006 802 1,038 1,241 1,564 1,841 2,061
2007 825 1,067 1,277 1,609 1,893 2,119
2008 857 1,108 1,326 1,670 1,966 2,201
2009 893 1,156 1,382 1,742 2,049 2,295
2010 895 1,158 1,385 1,745 2,053 2,299
2011 909 1,176 1,407 1,773 2,086 2,336
2012 921 1,192 1,425 1,796 2,113 2,366
2013 931 1,205 1,441 1,816 2,137 2,392
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Poverty Levels, Tax Thresholds, and Federal Tax Amounts for Different Family Sizes
with Earnings Equal to the Poverty Level, 1995-2013--continued

Poverty or tax Family Size
measure and year 1 2 3 4 5 6

Combined tax at poverty
level:

1996 764 808 -1,023 -1,433 -625 18
1997 763 827 -1,064 -1,496 -669 -11
1998 760 839 -1,130 -1,592 -753 -85
1999 788 858 -1,134 -1,590 -732 -49
2000 841 887 -1,105 -1,547 -661 0
2001 767 912 -1,576 -2,404 -1,810 -1,337
2002 753 927 -1,811 -2,748 -2,145 -1,664
2003 783 947 -1,832 -2,765 -2,148 -1,656
2004 812 973 495 204 -44 -243
2005 852 959 495 194 -63 -268
2006 881 996 502 192 -73 -285
2007 891 1,019 536 217 -56 -274
2008 654 402 -574 -1,530 -2,114 -2,816
2009 591 101 -446 -1,058 -1,751 -2,505
2010 596 103 -443 -1,055 -1,747 -2,501
2011 1,131 1,176 1,407 1,773 586 336
2012 1,142 1,192 1,425 1,796 613 366
2013 1,156 1,205 1,441 1,816 637 392

Combined tax at poverty
level as a percent of 
poverty level:

1996 9.4 7.7 -8.1 -9.0 -3.3 0.1
1997 9.1 7.7 -8.2 -9.2 -3.5 -0.1
1998 9.0 7.7 -8.6 -9.6 -3.9 -0.4
1999 9.1 7.7 -8.5 -9.4 -3.7 -0.2
2000 9.4 7.7 -8.0 -8.9 -3.2 0.0
2001 8.3 7.7 -11.1 -13.4 -8.6 -5.7
2002 8.0 7.7 -12.5 -15.1 -10.0 -6.9
2003 8.2 7.7 -12.4 -14.8 -9.8 -6.7
2004 8.3 7.6 3.3 1.1 -0.2 -1.0
2005 8.4 7.3 3.1 1.0 -0.3 -1.0
2006 8.4 7.3 3.1 0.9 -0.3 -1.1
2007 8.3 7.3 3.2 1.0 -0.2 -1.0
2008 5.8 2.8 -3.3 -7.0 -8.2 -9.8
2009 5.1 0.7 -2.5 -4.6 -6.5 -8.4
2010 5.1 0.7 -2.4 -4.6 -6.5 -8.3
2011 9.5 7.7 7.6 7.6 2.1 1.1
2012 9.5 7.7 7.6 7.7 2.2 1.2
2013 9.5 7.6 7.6 7.6 2.3 1.3

Note: Tax law for future years are those in effect as of December 2009.
Sources: 1996-2002: Congressional Budget Office, Ways and Means Committee, 2004 Green 
Book, Table 13-15. 2003: Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center Microsimulation Model (version 
1006-2). 2004-2013: Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center Microsimulation Model (version 0509-3).


