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Table T20-0107
Tax Units with Zero or Negative Income Tax Under Current Law, 2011-2030
Baseline: Current Law’

Calendar Year

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Number (millions)

Tax Units’ 158.1 160.1 162.1 1643 166.2 1683 1704 1724 1747 1759 177.1 1783 1795 180.8 1820 183.3 1846 186.0 187.3 188.7
Income Tax Filers® 137.2 136.0 1383 1395 141.2 140.8 143.2 1457 1482 149.6 151.1 152.6 1541 1556 1571 1587 1603 1619 163.4 165.1
Income Tax Payers’ 88.6 88.6 90.1 92.2 94.5 94.8 97.5 96.5 99.1 100.5 102.2 1035 1049 106.5 1080 112.7 1143 116.0 117.7 1193

Tax Units with Zero or Negative Individual Income Tax®

Number (millions) 696 716 721 722 718 736 73.0 759 757 754 750 748 747 744 741 706 704 701 69.7 695

As percent of all tax units 440 447 445 439 432 4377 428 440 433 429 423 420 416 412 407 385 381 377 372 368
Tax Units with Zero or Negative Sum of Income and Payroll Taxes®

Number (millions) 40.5 421 415 413 411 422 418 421 419 418 416 414 416 414 416 404 405 403 402 402

As percent of all tax units 256 263 256 252 247 250 245 244 240 238 235 232 232 229 229 220 219 217 215 213
Tax Units with Neither Income nor Payroll Taxes’

Number (millions) 234 254 255 259 262 279 277 270 270 270 268 267 269 268 270 272 272 271 271 271

As percent of all tax units 148 15.8 15.7 158 15.8 16.6 16.3 15.7 15.5 154 151 150 15.0 148 148 148 147 146 145 143

Source: Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center Microsimulation Model (version 0319-2)
(1) Baseline is the law in place for each year as of March 12, 2020. For more information on TPC’s baseline definitions, see
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/resources/tpc-baseline-definitions

(2) Excludes those that are dependents of other tax units.

(3) Tax units that file a federal individual income tax return.

(4) Tax filers with federal individual income tax of at least $5.

(5) Calculated as: all non-filers plus filers with federal individual income tax of less than $5.

(6) Calculated as: non-filers with less than $5 in payroll taxes plus filers with combined federal individual income and payroll taxes of less than $5.

(7) Calculated as: non-filers with less than S5 in payroll taxes plus filers with less than $5 in federal individual income taxes and less than $5 in payroll taxes.
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