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Edward Alden is the Bernard L. Schwartz senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in 

Washington, D.C., and the author of The Closing of the American Border: Terrorism, 

Immigration and Security Since 9/11, which was named a finalist for the 2009  J. Anthony Lukas 

Book Prize for non-fiction. He was the project director for the Council’s Independent Task Force 

on U.S. Trade and Investment Policy (2011) and for the Independent Task Force on U.S. 

Immigration Policy (2009). He is currently directly CFR’s Renewing America Publication 

Series.  Prior to joining the Council in 2007, Mr Alden was the Washington bureau chief for the 

Financial Times. He has written extensively about the U.S. response to globalization, focusing 

particularly on international trade, immigration, and homeland security.  He has won several 

national and international awards for his reporting, and has written commentary for the 

Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times and many other magazines, 

newspapers and websites.  

 

Thomas J. Courchene was educated at the University of Saskatchewan (honours BA, 1962) and 

Princeton University (PhD, 1967). He is the Jarislowsky-Deutsch Professor of Economic and 

Financial Policy, and a member of the Department of Economics, the School of Policy Studies 

and the Faculty of Law at Queen’s University. He is senior scholar at the IRPP. He is the author 

of some 250 books and articles on Canadian policy issues, including a four-volume series on 

Canadian monetary policy. His 1994 book, Social Canada in the Millennium, was awarded the 

Doug Purvis Prize for the best Canadian economic policy contribution in 1994. His book From 

Heartland to North American Region State: The Social, Fiscal and Federal Evolution of Ontario 

(1998, with Colin Telmer) won the inaugural Donner Prize for the best book on Canadian public 

policy. He was chair of the Ontario Economic Council of Canada from 1982 to 1985, has been a 

senior fellow of the C.D. Howe Institute since 1980, was a member of the Economic Council of 

Canada, is a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (elected 1981) and is a past president (1991-

92) of the Canadian Economics Association. He received an honorary doctorate of laws from the 

University of Western Ontario in 1997. In April 1999, Thomas Courchene was invested as an 

Officer into the Order of Canada. He was awarded the 1999 Molson Prize in the Social Sciences 

and Humanities. His latest book, A State of Minds: Toward a Human Capital Future for 

Canadians, was published in 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chris Edwards is the director of tax policy studies at Cato and editor of 

www.DownsizingGovernment.org. He is a top expert on federal and state tax and budget issues. 

Before joining Cato, Edwards was a senior economist on the congressional Joint Economic 

Committee, a manager with PricewaterhouseCoopers, and an economist with the Tax 

Foundation. Edwards has testified to Congress on fiscal issues many times, and his articles on 

tax and budget policies have appeared in the Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, and other 

major newspapers. He is the author of Downsizing the Federal Government and co-author of 

Global Tax Revolution. Edwards holds a B.A. and M.A. in economics, and he was a member of 

the Fiscal Future Commission of the National Academy of Sciences. 

 

Rudolph G. Penner is an Institute Fellow at the Urban Institute and holds the Arjay and Frances 

Miller chair in public policy.  Previously, he was a Managing Director of the Barents Group, a 

KPMG Company.  He was Director of the Congressional Budget Office from 1983 to 1987.  

From 1977 to 1983, he was a Resident Scholar at the American Enterprise Institute.  Previous 

posts in government include Assistant Director for Economic Policy at the Office of 

Management and Budget, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Economic Affairs at the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, and Senior Staff Economist at the Council of Economic 

Advisors.  Before 1975, Mr. Penner was a professor of economics at the University of Rochester.   

He was elected president of the American Tax Policy Institute in 2005 and is past President of 

the National Economists Club. In 1989, he received the Abramson Prize for the best article 

published in 1988-89 in Business Economics and more recently received a prize for the best 

article published in 2002 in Public Budgeting and Finance.  In 2004, he chaired a Commission on 

Metro Financing for the Washington Metropolitan Area Council of Governments and others and 

in 2009-2010 co-chaired a Committee on the Fiscal Future for the National Academy of Sciences 

and National Academy of Public Administration. Mr. Penner was born in 1936 and raised in 

Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada.  His undergraduate degree is from the University of Toronto and 

his PH.D. in economics is from the Johns Hopkins University. He is the author of numerous 

books, pamphlets and articles on tax and spending policy and has authored columns for various 

newspapers including the New York Times, Washington Post and Los Angeles Times.   

 

Paul L. Posner is the Director of the Public Administration Program at George Mason 

University.  He is past President of the American Society for Public Administration and Chair of 

the Federal Systems Panel of the National Academy of Public Administration. He serves as a 

consultant on national budgeting, public management and federalism issues for the OECD, IMF, 

The Peterson-Pew Commission on Budget Reform, and served as a member of the Fiscal Futures 

panel convened by the National Academy of Sciences to assess the long term fiscal outlook 

facing the United States. Before his current position, he was with the GAO, leading their work 

on federal budgeting and intergovernmental management for 14 years. He has authored 

numerous articles on budgeting and federalism for academic journals and other publications. He 

was recognized as the Outstanding Scholar on Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations in 

2008 by the American Political Science Association (APSA) and his book, The Politics of 

Unfunded Mandates, was honored as the best book on federalism this year by APSA. He 

received the James Blum Award for exceptional leadership in public budgeting conferred by the 

Association of Budget and Program Analysts and the Ken Howard Award for the outstanding 

budget practitioner conferred by the Association for Budget and Financial Management.   
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